OIL ON METAL
GAUSES 1

Commerce Commission Must De.
cide When Machinery Is
Olassed as Scrap.

DULUTH FIRM FIGHTS
EIGH FREIGHT UHARGE

‘Buperior Concern’s Claim of
Overcharge on Hay Ship- -
ment Is Heard.

Whether rallroad companies will:
be required to refund to the Duluth
Jron and Metal company $1,242.30,
as overcharged (relgh!, will deyend‘
enlirely upon the declllen ‘of’ the in-
terstate commerce commisalon as to
what classification belongs 11 car.
loads of abandoned machinery ship-
ped from this city to Breck:nrldse.
Pa,, In 1911, H

It the commlssion finds from testi-

mony taken hers - ycsterday by
Charles F: 'Gerry an__ ‘examlder at-!
tached lo the department, that th
cargo was machinery,” with a com-
mercial value as such, as clalmed by
‘the transportation companies, then’
the Duluth Iron and Steel tOmPah!
‘has nothing coming.
It the commlssior concludes that '
thes 11 cars contalned scrap iron of .
‘r\o use except for Its basic value to
a foundry, as alleged by the clatm-
ants, then (he metal company will
have the amount of Its claim turned
back by the rallroads.

On the witness stand yesterday H.
Y. Josephs, member of the firm of

& Josephs, doing busxiness as
(he Duluth Iron and Mectal company,
€ave a complete history of the trans
activn by golng back to the time the
old Ironten steel plant was buflt in
1834 and abandoned within a week
after operations had been begun,

Sold As Scrap Iron,

In 1908 the plant was destroyed
by fire, Trustees rold the machinery
as scrap iron to Mr. Josephs' firm
for $8.000 In 1911 he testifled, lnd
after bullding a sidetrack to t
mill =ite at a cost of $300 the dls-
mantled machinery  was loaded
aboard 11 cars and shipped cast,
after the local concern had been re-
quired to pay the regular frelght
tariff on machinery,

The shipment was handled by the
Northern Pacific and the Soo lines
&s tnitlal carriers from Duluth to
Chicago. These roads were repre-
sented at yesterday's hearlng by 1I,
E. Still, aesistant xcneral freight
agent for the Northern Pacific. Ths
other earriem mma parties to “l‘le
road, the lndlann )hrbor Belt lne,
The Elgin, Jollet & Eastern, Baltle
more & Ohlo and Chicago Terminal
companies were not represented.

Mr, Bl testified that the ship-
ment left Duluth under the regular
tariff schedule s scrap iron, but the
transportation Inspectors at Chicago
clalming they found evidence of soms
of the machinery having been olled
to protect it from the weather, there-
;lpan re:hssmed it zending 1t on to

Y.

.\nothu- Casc Heard,

Examlner Gerry, at the conclusion
of the metal company's clalm tonk
up that of &t. John & Co.
of Superlor againit the Union Pa.
uific rallroad company and the Chl.
caro, Et.  Paul, Minneapolls &
Omaha rallroad company for alleged
freight overcharges on  hay ship.
ments,

‘The Superlor concern wants a re-
fund of 345.03 on three aeparate In-
volces, and allezes discrimination
akainst that point in faver of hay
3hipping points in  Nebraska along
the line of the Unlon Pacific and the
Chicago & North Western roads,

Testimony in each case was taken
by the examiner and will be for-
warded to the Interstate commerce
commisslon from whicn a declsion
may be expected In a few weeka,




